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Profile: Martina Wetzel
Hi guys! I’m Martina from the German part of Switzerland. Before I
began travelling, I worked in a university hospital in Zurich as a
nurse. I love my job because I’ve met so many different people
even though some of them are really crazy. But this fact makes
my job much more interesting with a lot of special experiences.
I’m also a gymnast but I’m not that good. I’m much better at training gymnasts. After studying for a long time and working for 1 1/2
years, I needed a break. I wanted to just travel and improve in
English. My goal was to go to a far away place such Australia. I
came to Cairns because I love the warm weather and it’s a great
place to do a lot of sightseeing.
My future plans are to travel along the East coast before leaving Australia and going to New
Zealand. After visiting the ‘Switzerland of the Southern Hemisphere’, I’ll travel to Fiji before finally visiting Myanmar. When I return to Switzerland next year, I’ll start my degree to be an intensive care nurse. My next big goal will then be to participate in the program ‘Doctors without
Borders’ because I’d be able to meet a lot of local people who need real help and at the same
time, I could also travel and learn about culture.

Profile: Tanja Sturzenegger
My name is Tanja and I’m from a village near Bern in Switzerland. I did an
apprenticeship to be an infant educator for children between 0-5 years.
During the last three years, I studied psychology at university. In my free
time, I like curling, reading or doing youth work. After studying, I decided
to go to Australia for a half year and to spend three months at CCE. Why?
My first consideration was to do something different and to gain experience outside of my comfort zone. I also like travelling and want to improve
my English. I think learning more about other cultures and making new
friendships is very valuable. In addition, I like warm weather– while the winter slowly starts in
Switzerland, I can enjoy the sun in Cairns. =)
I’ll travel for three months after studying at CCE then I’ll return to Switzerland to work in a daycare centre. Maybe I’ll study more, always with a focus on early childhood development. But until I make a definitive decision, I’ll enjoy my time here in Australia!

By Veronika Lebedova
I left my hometown, Doubrava, when I finished
high school and moved to the capital city of the
Czech Republic, Prague, so that I could study at
university. I still live in Prague but I visit Doubrava
very often because my family and friends are
there.
Doubrava is a small village and has about 700 inhabitants.
It feels really relaxed here so it’s called the ‘Bohemian
Paradise’. It’s famous for beautiful landscapes, stone villages, castles and
chateaus. The heart
of the Bohemian
Paradise is Tunnov
Coren, which is just 10km from Doubrava. This town of 1500
inhabitants is where I was born and where you can find the
largest production of Czech garnets in the world.
My second home is Prague (1.5 million inhabitants), where
I’ve lived for more than 12 years. You’ve probably hear it
called the city of magic– this is because its narrow
streets are full of history. I’m a big fan of theatre so for
me it’s a perfect place to live since there are around 50
theatres in the city.
I consider myself a lucky person because all my life I’ve
lived in paradise, either in the city or the countryside.
Now I’ve chosen to live in Cairns, ‘The Tropical Paradise’.

‘Like two peas in a pod’
means:
A. very similar in appearance
B. very similar in personality
C. like brother and sister
D. very similar in size
Answer: B. very similar in personality

Students comment on their
class trip to the Botanic Gardens

‘Yes, I saw some wildlife. I saw a bird that
had a red head and a yellow neck with a
black body’. (Brush Turkey)
-Yukine

‘I

was excited to see
plants that I hadn’t
seen before. Searching for plants like the
sausage plant and
cannonball tree was
also exciting.’
-Cobe

‘I think the most exciting
thing about the Botanic Gardens are the cycads because
they evolved after conifers,
about 240 million years ago’.
-Azu

Visit the Esplanade to answer the scavenger hunt questions below. The first 5
students to get the correct answers win a free coffee from Lake 67!
*See Nina to win*

1. How many metal fish can you see at the Lagoon?
2. How deep is the deepest part of the Lagoon?
3. Name two free fitness activities you can do at the Esplanade.
4. Which of these CAN you take on the Esplanade boardwalk?
a. Skateboard b. Rollerskates
c. Bicycle
d. Dog
5. What date in 1956 did the Olympic Torch arrive in Cairns?
6. What is a “gindaja”?
7. When are the Esplanade markets open?
8. Name one exercise station you can see near the boardwalk.
9. How much does the 25 pounder artillery howitzer weigh?
10. When was Cairns officially established?
11. Name two animals you need to be careful of in tropical waters.
12. Name two animals you can see outside Muddy’s Playground.
13. How much does a fish burger cost at Muddy’s Cafe?
14. How many beach volleyball courts are near the skate park?

